RT85 Conversion to 6 Meters Project:

It looks like we have obtained a source of RT85 low band transceivers, Midland 70-066. These units are ideal to modify to 6 Meters FM. The FM92E 6 Meter conversions we conducted a few years ago, was a disaster. The Midland 70-066 conversion is very simple compared to the FM92E. See http://vk2afy.dyndns.org/rt85/index.htm for details. It is advised that members download the documentation for this conversion. The units come with radio, mounting bracket, microphone, EEPROM and power leads.
The cost should be $15 including freight for each transceiver. For this project to get off the ground, we need members to nominate if they intend to carry on with this project. It is estimated that it should take 7 hours for the conversion to be completed. A number have been converted so far, with complete success and ease of conversion. [Talk to Peter VK2NE on the 439.300Mhz repeater.] There are EPROMS available for Foundation calls to convert these Midland 70-066’s to 6 Meters and receive only on 6 Meters. On a Foundation call upgrading, the EPROM is changed & they are operational to transmit with the Midland 70-066.
Unfortunately one will be in Qld for the next meeting, so could you please advise Don VK2ZCZ, Col VK2ZCO or Geoff VK2ZC, if you intend to go on with project. We have ten club members intending to start the conversion at this point in time.
VK2DOT will handle the initial purchase and Freight, with members paying VK2DOT.

At the next business meeting the following interest will have to be sort.

1:
That the CCARC pole members interested in conducting the conversion project.
2:
That the CCARC sanction the purchase of three units, one for voice in the VK2AFY Radio Room, a second for VK2AFY 6 Meter packet, and a third for VK2RAG monitoring and testing. At a cost of $45 to the club.

3:
It will have to be decided if conversion is to take place on five of Tuesday nights from 7:30pm till 9:00pm and/or two Saturdays from 1pm till 5pm; Starting in March.

It is hoped that the CCARC 6 Meter repeater will be operational, by the Midland 70-066 conversion completion date.

Regards Rod VK2DOT.
